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Magnetic Disk Access Speeds
	Performance of hard disks is determined by the characteristics regarding performance characteristics the hard disk has. For instance, a magnetic disk hasfeatures such as rotation capabilities which function due to the presence of rotating drives. Drives belong to hardware such as floppy disks and optical disks. The performance features of magnetic disks are based on two major factors which include access and transfer time. These factors determine the speed rates at which these magnetic disks perform. Whenever a drive is rotating, access time is used to find out how much data it can actually transfer and at what rate is it rotating to make this possible. For mobile drives, an average of 12 ms time is taken for the drive to rotate while for desktop drivers, an average of 9 ms is taken (Techguide, 2011). This represents the access time a drive takes to rotate in a magnetic disk. 
	The early personal computers had a range of 80-120 ms to rotate their disks. An improvement was made and around 1980s, the speed improved to about 20 ms per rotation. These improvements have continued to reveal themselves and the current rotation speeds and data transfer rates for magnetic disks is 3,600 rpm for a desktop (Mehdi, 2009). This speed greatly determines the time that a certain system, in this case, a laptop or a desktop, can wait for the speculated service to take place.
	In conclusion, transfer rate represents the rate at which a magnetic disk can take to transfer data from itself to another device such as a computer. Currently, this transfer rate is rated at a single second but this still is based on the system receiving the data and its internal and external transfer rate. Also, external data transfer of a system shows its ability to transfer data to another system without any form of delays as this may distract the ongoing data.
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